
Is My Doctor In-Network for 
My 2026 Medicare Plan?

TMTM

Enter your plan ID and your doctor’s legal name or NPI into  
the insurer’s provider directory, confirm the listing shows 
“In-Network / Accepting New Patients,” screenshot the page, 
and call the office’s billing desk for final confirmation.

Translation: Ninety seconds today can spare you a $900  
out-of-network shock at tomorrow’s check-up.
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Is My Doctor In-Network?

What Do I Need Before I Look Up a Doctor?

Must-Have Tool

Plan name & ID

Doctor’s legal name

Doctor’s National  
Provider Identifier aka 
NPI (gold standard)

Plan member ID 
card or ANOC

Google or last 
statement

Call office → ask billing

Every plan code has 
its own network.

Nicknames fool  
directory search bars.

NPI is a unique  
provider fingerprint.

Where to Find It Why It Matters

1.	 Networks shuffle yearly—and sometimes mid-year.

2.	 Out-of-network visits can cost 100% of the bill in an HMO plan and 
steep coinsurance in a PPO plan.

3.	 One quick lookup beats an ugly surprise bill.

Why Bother Checking Now?
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How Do I Verify Network Status in 3 Steps?

1. Launch the Correct Directory

1.	 Log in to your insurer’s Medicare portal.

2.	 Select the 2026 plan year.

3.	 Choose the exact plan type (HMO, PPO, Medigap Select, etc.).

2. Search Smart—Then Filter

1.	 Best: Paste the NPI—no duplicates, no typos.

2.	 Backup: Full legal name + city / state.

3.	 Dial in filters to shrink the list:

•	 Location radius (ZIP or miles)

•	 Specialty (e.g., Cardiology – Electrophysiology)

•	 Hospital affiliation if your doctor practices only  
	 at specific facilities

These filters save you from scrolling through 200 “Smiths” and surfaces 
who actually treats patients near you.

3. Confirm the Triple Green Flag

✓	 In-Network / Participating / Preferred

✓	 Accepting New Patients (or “Open Panel”)

✓	 Plan code match (e.g., H5652-123 appears on both the  
	 directory and your plan member ID card)

Next, log the result in your Provider Checklist (below):

1.	 Status

2.	 Date verified

3.	 Contact name (if you confirmed by phone)

Screenshot or “Save as PDF” with a date stamp; proof wins billing disputes.
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Red Flags That Need a Phone Call

•	 “Out-of-Area” or “Tier 2” tag

•	 “Contract Pending” or “Limited Enrollment”

•	 No hospital affiliation listed for a planned procedure

Use this script: 
“Hi, I’m Jane Doe. I’m considering the Acme Medicare  
 Advantage PPO H5652-123 for 2026. Are you  
 in-network for that specific plan?”

Provider Checklist

Specialist / Facility

Primary Care✓

Cardiologist✓

Orthopedist✓

Ophthalmologist✓

Endocrinologist✓

Dermatologist✓

Preferred Hospital✓

Lab / Imaging Center✓

Others✓

Physical Therapy Clinic✓

✓ Checked?

Set a calendar alert for October 1—new and updated  
directories drop then.
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Quick Tip: Going Out-of-Network Anyway?

Plan Type

PPO Preferred / Tier 1 Lowest copay

PPO Standard / Tier 2 Higher copay & deductible

HMO Out-of-Network You pay 100%

Look For Your Cost Impact

Ask for a single-case agreement or cash discount before 
scheduling.

•	 How do I find my doctor’s NPI? 
Call the office billing desk or look up the provider in the public  
NPI Registry online.

•	 Do provider networks change during the year? 
Yes. Contracts can terminate mid-year, so re-check before any  
major procedure.

•	 What if the website says in-network but the bill doesn’t? 
Send the dated screenshot to your insurer’s claim-review team  
and request re-pricing to in-network rates.

FAQ
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Need the One-Click Version?
MyALEXHealth™ does the detective work:

1.	 Enter each doctor’s name once.

2.	 ALEX® flags in-network matches across all 2026 plans.

3.	 Copay & coinsurance show side-by-side with no guesswork.

Plans are insured by a Medicare Advantage (HMO, PPO and PFFS) organization with a Medicare contract and/or a Medicare-approved  
Part D sponsor. Enrollment depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent xx organizations which offer xx products in your area.  
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program to get information on all your options.

Not all carriers offer these benefits. Plans vary by region and state. Limitations and exclusions may apply.

Jellyvision does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Calling this number will direct you to a 
licensed insurance agent. No obligation to enroll.

Jellyvision Lab Inc. LLC all rights reserved. Jellyvision is not affiliated with or endorsed by any government entity. This is an  
advertisement for insurance.

© 2002 – 2025 The Jellyvision Lab, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Launch ALEX and see your provider match in 60 seconds

Is My Doctor In-Network?

Grab your plan ID and doctor’s NPI, confirm  
“In-Network” in the 2026 directory, screenshot proof, 
and double-check by phone. Or load  
the info into ALEX and get an instant  
green-flag—or warning—before you book  
the appointment.

http://www.myalexhealth.com

